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Abstract
New Messianism in contemporary Russia
Makoto Ozaki
What is meant by the historical event of the collapse of the Soviet Union concomitant
with the end of the Cold War from the intellectual historical perspective? As a pioneer
of post-Marxist philosophy, Vasiliy Gritsenko presents a new image of the Messiah as
the Buddhabot, i.e., a unity of person and machine, which reflects our age of

computer-mediated information revolution in the background of Christian tradition.
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According to the Judeo-Christian tradition, the Messiah is expected to appear in the
future, and in Christianity the man Jesus is identified as the Messiah (Christ). In
modern times, however, Nietzsche declares “God is dead”, and Heidegger waits for the
Last God in the other beginning of history. Modern Russia, too, is not exempt from the
Christian origin, and it might be not untenable that even a new Messiah transformed
through the Internet occurs. On the other hand, Tatiana Danilchenko articulates the
dialectical unification of difference and identity on the level of nation-state and culture,
sharing with H. Tanabe’s Logic of Species who advocates a dialectical unification of
Japanese Buddhism, Christianity and Marxism as the second religious reformation,

aiming at a realization of the humankind-universality in the world.
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