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The essence of Kierkegaard's understanding of humans lies in subjectivity. The idea 
of subjectivity expounds an understanding of humans that holds up regardless of 
Christianity. What this means then, is that Kierkegaard's human understanding, 
which is inseparable from Christianity, contains ideas that possess the universal value 
of subjectivity. Based on his understanding of humans, Kierkegaard attempted to 
communicate his Christian beliefs to his readers. Due to his distinctive communication, 
he paid the utmost attention to the mode of such communication. Kierkegaard's 
understanding of humans is concerned with humans who constantly educate 
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themselves, and the human relations that he aims at are educational relationships 
resting on the basis of a mutual recognition of each individual’s singularity. Within the 
framework of indirect and direct communication, he attempted to lead his readers to 
become true Christians. This suggests that Kierkegaard's literary work itself, as well 
as his very way of thinking, are educational in nature. 
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1 42 17 28
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15 1990 19 27  
3 1988 249  
4 1991 144  
5

42 1994 137 147 145
 

Katherine M. Ramsland, 1953-
cf., Katherine M. Ramsland, Engeging the 

Immediate: Applying Kierkegaard’s Theory of Indirect Communication to the Practice of 
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