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Abstract: The present study, involving small-scale junior high schools with small

numbers of students who have few opportunities to communicate with many people,

aimed to examine the characteristics of these schools and the effects of life-skills

education. A focus group interview, involving seven teachers implementing educational

activities in small-scale junior high schools in a prefecture that had introduced life-

skills education, was conducted, and the results were documented verbatim and

analyzed. The teachers stated that although [the students tend to be modest as a

characteristic of students attending small-scale schools], [these schools have both

educational advantages, including [children growing up receiving support provided by
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the community and surrounded by nature], and problems]. Although [the students felt
vaguely anxious about advancing to high schools], [the teachers had high expectations
for life-skills education]. Small-scale junior high schools have many advantages in that

they play important roles in addressing problems faced by today’s students.
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